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~Language in Context~ 
 
Our personal choice of language is influenced by a 
variety of factors:	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 

Language use changes according to context (social and 
cultural) and purpose, influenced by choice of 
communication medium and topic of communication. 
 
Context / text model 
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~Bronfrenbrenner’s Ecological Model~ 

Mesosystem: connects the Microsystem to the exosystem 
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~Field + Tenor + Mode~ 
 
Field / Register: what is being talked about (science, education, 
war, cooking etc.) 
 
Tenor: the people involved in the communication and the relationships 
between them (formal, intimate, hierarchal or role based etc.) 
 
Mode: what part the language is playing in the interaction (is it an 
accompanying action or ALL of the action), what form does it take 
(spoken or written). 

§ Role 
§ Channel: written vs. spoken 

o Projected channel: where the actual channel is not 
the intended channel (i.e. written to be spoken) 

§ Directionality: uni-directional (monologue) or bi-directional 
(dialogue) 

§ Media: +/- visual contact, use of multimedia 
§ Preparation: spontaneous vs. prepared; rushed vs. time for 

reflection 

~Halliday’s 7 Functions of Language~ 
 
Instrumental Language is used to get 

things done; to satisfy 
particular needs 

“I want” 

Regulatory Language is used to 
control others; to 
regulate their behaviour 

“Do as I tell 
you” 

Personal Language is used to 
express thoughts and 
opinions 

“Here I come” 

Interactional Language is used to 
form and maintain 
social relationships 

“me and you" 
OR “me 
against you” 

Heuristic Language is used to 
seek knowledge; to fin 
out information 

“Tell me why” 

Informative Language is used to 
convey information. 

“I have 
something to 
tell you” 

Imaginative Language is used to 
express creative 
thoughts. 

“Let’s pretend” 

	
Metalanguage: A language for describing language; a 
second order language 
 
Meta-Linguistics: the knowledge to perceive language 
as a system 
 
Different Realities 
Although people from different cultures see the same 
physical world, they see it from a slightly different 
perspective because of the language they use to describe it. 
Shared meanings cannot be assumed in the classroom 


